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ONA Explorations

During a recent Open and Affirming
forum, the facilitator, Don Clark,
commented, “This is what I love about Hokuloa. You are a
small church doing big things for God.” Don and his wife,
Ellen, live on the mainland most of the year, but they still
consider Hokuloa one of their spiritual ‘ohanas. His remark got
me thinking again, “Who exactly is Hokuloa?” I’ve often
pondered this question since arriving almost two years ago.
After timely reflection, here’s my answer- I believe that
Hokuloa is everyone that considers Hokuloa their spiritual
home. It’s the folks who live here year-round, working
tirelessly every week for the betterment of the church. And it’s
also the folks who live here a few months out of the year, those
who visit when they can, and those who may never be able to
return to the Big Island.
In essence, Hokuloa is ALL of you! Without ALL of your love
and generosity we could not be the church that we are today!
Remember when Jesus fed the large crowd in the Gospel of
John? Here’s my interpretation of what happened. Jesus gazed
at all of the hungry and tired folks that were following him. He
asked Philip, “Where are we going to buy enough bread to feed
all these people?” Phillip said, “We can’t feed and care for all
of these people. There’s no way!” Just then, a young boy
brought Jesus his lunch. “Use this Jesus”, he said. Other people
in the crowd saw this boy’s generosity and were moved to offer
what they had as well. Before you know it, there was enough
food to go around. Everyone had enough.
That’s how the Spirit of God works!
And that’s precisely how we’re a small church doing big things
for God ☺
Peace and blessings,

Joe

Hokuloa is currently involved in the ONA discernment
process. Open and Affirming (ONA) is the United
Church of Christ's (UCC) designation for
congregations, campus ministries, and other bodies in
the UCC which make a public covenant of welcome
into their full life and ministry to persons of all sexual
orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.
Periodically, we have workshops, forums, and
speakers to help facilitate this conversation. Over the
past couple of months, we've held two forums.
On Sunday, March 10th,
we welcomed our
friends Don and Ellen
Clark to share
their experience of the
ONA process at their
church in Illinois. And
on Sunday, April 28th,
we welcomed our friend
The Rev. Florentino
Cordova from Iao UCC
on Maui.
These were all rich, fruitful and productive
discussions. Mahalo Nui to Don, Ellen, and Rev.
Cordova!

Autism Awareness
Month
Throughout April, many of us
wore blue to promote autism
awareness. On Sunday, April
28th, we gathered on our
church lawn to display our love and support.

We continue to stand in solidarity with our
friends and families impacted by barriers to
care and limited community integration for
children, youth, and adults with developmental
disabilities.

Hokuloa’s Author
Hokuloa Church member, Linda
Petrucelli won First Place out of
300 entries in the WOW!
Women on Writing's Fall '18
Fiction Contest.
Rev. Linda Petrucelli recently served and retired
from Hilo Coast UCC in Honomu, After her
retirement, she began writing fiction and joined the
Hawai'i Writers Guild. Read her winning entry,
Figure Eight on the Waves. Some of her tiny stories
are posted at jackrabbitfiction.com.

Hokuloa Church, UCC Operating Budget Expenses
Your generosity is crucial to the operations and mission of the church. We often focus on the mission of the
church to reach out to others – to do good deeds in the community but reality dictates that we must “operate”
the church, too. Unless you give to a reserved fund or for a specific purpose, this is how we have spent your
money for 2018-19 (July 2018 – April 2019).
Wider Mission (state, national, international missions)
Music Program
Christian Education
Diaconate (Support for the spiritual church -- worship supplies, hospitality, pulpit supply)
Trustees (Support for the physical church -- water, electricity, maintenance, etc.)
Administrative (Church office -- postage, phone, Internet, equipment, office supplies, rent)
Pastoral Support (Wages, housing, medical & other insurances, pension, professional expenses, etc.)
Denominational (dues, memberships, annual meeting)

$5,213.00
$5,254.00
$85.15
$2,103.51
$16,071.44
$15,259.40
$62,397.23
$332.50

Hokuloa is Moving to
Electronic Communication
Beginning in 2019, Hokuloa Church is Going Green. The Hokuloa
Church News and our Personal Giving Statements will be sent via
email to save paper and postage costs. If you would like to continue
to receive your Newsletter and/or your Personal Giving Statements
via USPS mail, please notify us.
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Church Business – Notice the New Look?
When the new lease for the reconfigured church lot took effect in
late 2016, Hokuloa Churchʻs kuleana was extended to the shoreline
east of the church and to the land between Puako Beach Drive and
the driveway to the Whales Tail Condo to the west. The Land
Committee continues to work with Hawaii County on clarification
of the shoreline management agreement. Meanwhile, the Trustees
turned their attention to the west.
Hokuloa is now maintaining the landscaped area between the church,
condo, and road. The irrigation system has been extended and the
Bougainvilla hedge along the road has been pruned. Six large
coconut trees, a banyan tree, and a small monkeypod tree were
removed. The goals were to reduce hazards from falling coconuts
and to make the church more visible to those travelling eastward on
Puako Beach Drive. The large monkeypod tree in front of the church
received a much-needed trimming to thin the crown and keep it away
from the bell tower.

