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While reading Mark Allen Powell’s Giving to God: The
Bible’s Good News about Living a Generous Life, I was
drawn to a myth from the Celtic tradition. It’s a story
about the Gauls, an ancient warlike people. They once
inhabited what is now Belgium and France. The Gauls
lived under Roman occupation, but often resisted Rome’s
control. As a result, there were many uprisings and
battles that ensued.

He writes, "Stewardship is about giving to God. It is
about turning total control of our lives over to God.
It is about taking seriously the words that we so
easily pray: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.”
When we pray “Thy Kingdom come”, we ask God to
rule our lives. When we pray, “Thy will be done,” we
ask for what God wants to happen in our lives to
take place- already, now, on earth as in heaven."

When Christian missionaries
ventured into Gallic territory,
many of the Gauls were
converted.
During
the
sacrament of baptism, the
converted warrior always
held one arm high up in the
air as they were being
dunked
under
the
water. Later, when another
battle would break out, the
Gaul would exclaim, “At least
my arm is not baptized! Hand
me my sword!”

Stewardship
entails
allowing God to use every
aspect of our lives for the
glory of God’s reign on
earth. And in order to be
faithful stewards of God’s
reign we need to ask
ourselves
frequently,
“What parts of my life am I
holding up high above the
waters of baptism? Is it my
finances,
possessions,
relationships, friendships,
time, abilities or passions?
Who or what part of my life
am I still trying to control?

And off they would go to
fight, again.
Does the essence of this myth sound familiar to you? It
does to me. I certainly identify with the Gauls in that I
am vulnerable to withholding parts of my life from
God’s grace. And on a daily basis, I often fall short at
offering it all back to God.
Powell expresses the truth that as followers of Jesus,
we’re called to be fully immersed in the waters of
baptism. Nothing in our lives is to be left out. Every
aspect is drenched in grace and offered back to God in
love.
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What is preventing me
from letting go and giving it all back to God in love?”
These are some of the essential questions for the
spiritual life. And the process of prayerfully
discerning these questions will be enriching and
rewarding beyond measure. Through grace, our
lives will deepen in God and overflow with peace.
With much gratitude,

Pastor Joe

ONA Explorations
Hokuloa is currently involved in the ONA
discernment process. Open and Affirming (ONA) is
the United Church of Christ's (UCC) designation for
congregations, campus ministries, and other bodies in
the UCC which make a public covenant of welcome
into their full life and ministry to persons of all sexual
orientations, gender identities, and gender
expressions.
For over a year, we have discussed ONA at Church
Forums, during Social Time, in our newsletter weekly
ezine, and at Church Council meetings. The church
met on Sunday, September 29th, to finalize our ONA
covenant. It will now be presented to the congregation
for approval at our annual meeting in November.
Mahalo for your prayers and support! Please send us
any comments, recommendations or concerns.

Proposed Open and Affirming Covenant
At Hokuloa United Church of Christ, we seek to create an
inclusive and diverse community of faith.
Our welcome knows no boundaries as Jesus welcomed all with
open arms. We embody God’s welcome through being a safe
place and refuge.
We recognize that within the church and wider society Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning (LGBTQ)
individuals have experienced condemnation and exclusion.
As Christians, we deplore prejudice and oppose discrimination of
any kind, as God has created each one of us in the divine image
and blessed us with infinite worth.
For these reasons, we declare ourselves to be an Open and
Affirming Congregation (ONA), welcoming all, including people of
diverse sexual orientation and gender identification, into our life
and faith.
“No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here at Hokuloa UCC!”

Hokuloa Church, UCC Operating Expenses
Your generosity is crucial to the operations and mission of the church. We often focus on the mission of the
church to reach out to others – to do good deeds in the community but reality dictates that we must “operate”
the church, too. Unless you give to a reserved fund or for a specific purpose, this is how we have spent your
money for January – September 2019. (Note: The church’s fiscal year is July – June but because our Personal
Giving Statements are based upon the calendar (tax) year, we thought this might be more helpful).

Wider Mission (state, national, international missions)
Music Program
Christian Education
Diaconate (Support for the spiritual church -- worship supplies, hospitality, pulpit supply)
Trustees (Support for the physical church -- water, electricity, maintenance, etc.)
Administrative (Church office -- postage, phone, Internet, equipment, office supplies, rent)
Pastoral Support (Wages, housing, medical & other insurances, pension, professional expenses, etc.)
Denominational (dues, memberships, annual meeting)

$4,177.00
$4,400.00
$263.00
$1,016.00
$15,384.00
$8,266.00
$58,194.00
$785.00

Scenic Coastal Vista Restored
The vegetation clearing phase of landscape restoration on the historic Puako School site (the shoreline east of Hokuloa
Church) was completed in early September. The newly created vista from Puako Beach Road to Kawaihae, the Kohala
Coast, and Maui is stunning. The removal of the dense invasive kiawe thicket gives a hint of what the shoreline may have
looked like when Puako was a Hawaiian fishing village and sea salt production area. Early post-European contact
depictions of the area show an open coastline with scattered coconut palms.
The Hokuloa Historic Land Committee had hoped to retain a few more overstory trees on the western portion of the
area next to the church – like what was done when clearing the eastern portion of the lot in early 2018. However, the
entangled trees were so interwoven that no wind-firm overstory specimens were found. The large kiawe with the arched
trunk was pruned and retained. It now frames the shoreline view from the gazebo fellowship area.
The newly open shoreline is coming back to life – schools of fish swim in the
shallow water and shorebirds are regularly seen. Humans are also enjoying the
restored shoreline. Those staying for post-worship fellowship have observed
people using the shoreline for fishing, swimming, and relaxing every Sunday
since the vegetation was removed. We hope that the sea turtles find the new
basking area soon.
A volunteer workgroup started the next phase of the landscaping
project on Saturday, October 19th. The silt screen that was installed
along the setback from the high-water line will be retained while
native vegetation is established. Eventually the screen will be replaced
by a low wire fence inside a naupaka hedge. This will separate the
public shoreline and the Ala Kahakai Trail corridor from church-use
areas. An irrigation water spigot has been established to facilitate
vegetative restoration. Posts for the fence in the hedge are being
installed.
The land committee thanks Cole Salera who is chairman of the committee and Mike O’Toole who was the project
manager for the vegetation clearing phase. Contact the church office if you would like more information, to volunteer to
work on the revegetation phase, or to donate funds for the ongoing stewardship of the shoreline area.
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